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rience compel us to understand the Psalmist and apos- 
| tle as meaning that there is no one entirely good, no one 
+ that does not do some evil. The wise man has the fol- 
Remarks on the Common Opinion lowing passage: * here is not a just man upon earth, 

OF TWO CLASSES OF PEOPLE. that doeth good, and sinneth nol.’ Eccle. vii. 20. Al 
men do some good, but there is no one ‘tbat doeth 

So mucb has been said upon this subject, that it seems | good, and sinneth not.’ These declarations agree per 

necessary to give it a caudid consideration ; especially, fectly with matter of fact. If we eWanvne the state of 
becuuse it is often used as an argument to disprove the society we shall perceive the truth of them sufficiently 
doctrine of Universalis, Our ojposers assert, with | verified. Men’s characters have never arrived at 
seeruing confidence, that there are two classes of peo-! cither of the extremes, perfect goodness or entire wick- 
ple in the world, That a part of the human race be-/| edness, They are not so far from a medium as some 
long to one of them, and the rest to the other; that) have represented them to be. It is true, that there are 
they are totally epposed to each other in views, char-| those whose characters diverge from a medium, some 
acter, feelings and interest. The difference is so great, | one way and some the other, but that there is this great 
so palpable that they can always discover it, and tell! difference seems not to be supported by matter of fact. 
rightly to which class any one person belongs. One|] would by all means be careful not to Jessen moral 
are friends, and the other enewies to every thing that worth, and | wonld be equally careful not to heighten 
is good. There is uo medium, no neutrality. Every | qoral turpitude. 1 will allow that there is a difference 


man beloogs either to one class, or the other. Hence, | in the characters of men, but | will not allow that there 
the great difference, say they, in the future conditions| is this great difference, 


ofmen. It is not reasonable, it “is not just, that God It would not be necessary to be thus particular, were 
should give all men equal happiness in a future state. ! not the public mind grossly deceived upon this subject 
He will not deal justly with the righteous, if he admit} The clergy and their zealous adherents have been look- 
the wicked to the same place, the same joys with which | ed upon by many as people of perfect character, who 
they are to be blessed. They think that God has too| have no sin, save that which was imputed to them in 
much respect for them to intrude into their company in| common with jall others from Adam. Those who will 
a future state those with whom they never wished to| vot say that they agree with such in opinion, who wil] 
‘6 not fistter their vanity, who will not sign a creed, join 

It isa foult into which our opponents are very apt tc| a missionary society, and rob themselves to keep it in 
fall, to destroy that method of reasoning in arguing with | funds, are denounced as criminally beretical, and in- 
one thet they edopt in arguing with another. ©The Cal-| tentionally wicked, Let us now auke a comparison. 
vinist contends with the Arminian, that we are not sav-| Which of these two classes is the best, allowing that 
ed for our good works ; that God elected before the | we take into the one thus denounced al] not included 
world was made all that will ever be saved, without | among the clergy and their adherents? In one class | 
any foresight ef any good thing which they would do, | allow that we have the works of the flesh, viz. * adul- 
and, therefore, that their salvation could not in any | tery, fornication, uncleanuess, lasciviousnecs, idolatry, 
sense be according to their works. When the Calvin-| witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, 
ist contends with the Universalist, he talks of two clas-| seditions, heresies, envyings, murders, drunkenness, 
ses of people, of the great wickedness of some of the|revellings, and such like ;’ but in the other we have 
buman race, and often times magnifies their faults to |‘ spiritual wickedness,’ in abundance, viz. deceit, cen. 
make it appear that they are not good enough to be | soriousness, pride, selfishness, vanity, ostentation, boast- 
saved, as ifman was saved by works, and not by grace. | ing, vain glory, bigotry, superstition, self-righteousness, 
The Arminian coutends that we are to be saved for our| hypocrisy, and such like. If there be any difference, 
good works, that our future condition will exactly cor- in favor of which of these catalogues would justice turn 
respond with our present conduct. And then perhaps, | the scale? * The works of the flesh,’ or ‘ spiritual 
at another time he will say, that if a man only repent! wickedness ??> Should the impartial reader, after 
and accept of offered mercy one minute before he leaves | candidly reviewing these two catalogues, think that 
this state of probation, even if he haye been the wick- | justice will decide in favor of the spiritually wick- 
edest of all men ever before, the Lord will receive him | ed, let him remewber that they are oftener guilty of the 
into heaven. In these things our opposers are grossly crimes detailed in the catalogue ascribed to the others, 
inconsistent. | than the others are of those ascribed tothem. The 
Let us now examine the subject and see if there be reader may stand aghast. He will think that the wri- 
this great difference in the characters of mankind. The!ter is impious. What! says he, will you bring down 
iroth will not fail of being beneficial to all of us, for the holy priesthood to a Jevel with all others? — In this 
Whether our characters have been considered to be bet- | country and in this age, the clergy may not universally 
fer or worse than they reaily are, we shall be gainers | suffer by this comparison, but ip the dark ages of the 
christian church, there were none wickeder than they. 
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associate in this. 





by Knowing the trath. 


Now if we refer to the scriptures and those facts to! But, says the reader, there are murderers iv one class, | 


ihe truth of which every one’s personal experience and; Lanswer, there are guurderers in both classes. [low 


| 


ob-ervation will testify, we shall find that mankind are | died Servetus, and by whose influence did he die ?— 


wore alike than they have generally been considered to | What are inquisitions but murderous ip-titutions? and 
be. There is no one perfectly good, or entirely wicked. | by whom were they instituted? and by whom are they 
David assures us that ‘there is none that doeth good, snpported?) Traly they are justiGed by the authority 
no, not one,’ Ps. xiv. 3. —And Paul, that * (here is none | in (hose places where they are established, but nothing 


| 


righteous, no, not one,’ Rom, iit, 10. Here the gener- | is less criminal, in the view of rectitude, because it is 


al character of man is exhibited; and we certainly | sanctioned by the corrupt laws of a corrupt country. 
+ 


cannot see the great difference, for which many con-! Ja the arrangement of my subjest it will be «cen that 
tend so strenuously. Reason, observativn aud expe-'] have divided mankind into twe general bodies, | 


have taken into one of these those that are generally 
esteemed the most religious, including among them zea- 
lots, fanatics, and such like, whose intemperance an4@ 
zeal pass among many for the vital spirit of pure reli- 
gion; in the other class | have included all the rest of 
mankind, It will be plainly seen, and in saying this 
I do not mean to disparage the virluous of anydenon- 
ination under heaven, that there is not that great differ- 
ence in the characters of men, that there has been sup- 
posed to be. Much of that which has passed for true 
religion has been of a spurious kind, either the mumme- 
ry of form, the trick of the hypocrite or the fire of the 
fanatic. I will not pretend that there are no religious 
men in the world; but those are the most so, the most 
humble and penitent, who are the most sensible of 
their sins. All men are good in a degree, and bad ina 
degree; no one is entirely free from sin, and no one is 
totally bad. We are not liable to deception in this 
remark, for one glance at society gives occular demot- 
stration of its truth. 

We can make a suitable improvement of our subject 
hy comparing with it the common doctrine of the chrie- 
tian church in our day, viz. that men are to be recom- 
pensed in another world for the deeds performed here. 
If this doctrine be true, if those who do wickedly here 
are to be miserable after the resurrection, who will not 
be miserable there? David was wicked, Peter was 
wicked, Paul was wicked, the clergy are wicked, all 
men are wicked. If then the wicked are to be pun- 
ished after the resurrection, Paw], David, Peter, the 
clergy, yea all men, will be punished then, Why de 
not those who contend for this doctrine, think of these 
things? 

The objector will say that some men repent in this 
life and others do not. Granted. Do they not do 
wickedly after they have repented? We will now say 
nothing about hypocrites, who only pretend to repen- 
tance, Jef us examine the character of the truly hum- 
ble, contrite soul. Has he done no bad thing, had no 
bad thonght, spake no bad word, since he repented? 
Let him ask conscience. How does he pray? Does 
he pray God to forgive his sins? If be has none, he 
ought not to; and if he thinks he has none, it is an evi- 
dence of his wickedness. Peter denied his master, af- 
ter he repented. What will the common doctrine do 
with him? Paul said be was the * chief of sinners,’ and 
| this after he was converted. What will this doctrine 
ido with Paul? Jesus upbraided the eleven for their 
| unbelief after they were converted; what will it do 
| with them ? 

Again. If thore who do well in this world are (o be 
| happy in the next, who will be micerable there? Fx- 
(amine the character of Jadas black as it has been eup- 
posed to be, and you will Gnd that he did some good, 
| H+ followed Jesus in the regeneration, he was invesied 
| with power tw hesl the sick, to cleanse lepers, to cast 


lout devils, to raise the dead, he was conmnissioned to 





“preach the gospel, aud we do not read that he wa- not 
faithful in these things. Judas then, will be happy in 
‘another world according to the opposer’s doctrine,— 
Compare his character with John Calvin's. Juda- be- 
trayed his master, was sorry for if, confessed jt, brought 
back the money, and repented sincerely, Calvin niur- 
dered Servetus and never repented of it. T have no 
doubt that Calvin and Judas were both justly punished 3 
buf taking all the circumstances into consideration, if 


ithere is any preference, who would not give it to Jn- 


‘das? Judas lived and sinned under the scrofinizing 
eye of the Jewish hicrarchy, who would do every thing 
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{o bring reproach upon the followers of Ciun-t. They 
‘teach you how to practise them: 
j * 


probably magnified bis fault, “Te had no friend to 


plead his cause. 
' 


hie af. 
1 jaw: isting cir 1. Ors! s t} 0 o— npardonable o 
einct account of him. The previously existing cir-; 1. Or shew us that you do—an unpardo 


cumstances, Judas’ views and feelnzs previous to his 
fault, are scarcely mentioned , and if the evangelists 
had been inclined to extennate if, they probably would 
pot have done it at that time, when the mere mention 
of the name of Judas was undoubted!ty appalling. This 
however is only supposition somewhat prob sble, Tet it 


have it have its just weight. Calvin lived and died a- | 


mong his friends, over whom he possessed a command. 
The mantle of charity was not only 
thrown over bis failings, but sophistry and deception 
were resorted to to cover them; and throngh every 
succeeding age his sycophantic admirers have endeav 
ored to plaster his character and cover its blemish- 
es. He, unmoved, could know that Servetus was in 


ing influence. 


prison, frantic in dispoir, erying, in the Spanish menner, 
mercy! mercy! onmoved be could Jet him die. Ju- 
das would willingly have saved his master, wheu rea- 
son took the place of avarice, but, alas! for him it was 
too late. Now let the candid reader judge. If the 
common doctrine of punishment in another world for 
sins committed in this be true, how much better than 
Judas will Calvin fare in that world? 

Some one may ask how we are to understand (hose 
passages of scripture which speak of the righteous and 
the wicked. It is answered, they should cirtainly be 
understood so as not to contradict known facts. We 
know that no one is perfec/ly righteous and that no one 
is totally wicked. As far as any one does right, he 
falls under the denomination of righteous, and as far as 
he does wrong he falls under the denomination of wick- 
ed. We hear David at one time praying, * Judge me, 
O Lord, according to my righteousness,’ and at snoth- 
er, ‘ Wash me thoroughly from mine iniquity, and 
cleanse me from my sin, For I acknowledge my trans- 
gression, and my sin is ever before me.’ Here are the 
two characters in one man. And this unfolds all the 
mystery that has hung over thie subject. A man may 
be righteous at one time, and wicked at another. He 
may belong to one of these classes at one time, aud the 
other at another time. But to suppose that there is a 
efass of people exclusively righteous and a class exclu- 
sively wicked, ‘shocke al] common sense.’ Now, as 
we have learned that there is no one se good but that 
he can be better, and none so bad but that he can be 
worse, let us strive to be better, and guard against 
gyowing woree. Let us ‘ do justly, love mercy, and 
Walk bembly before God.? BICHARDS. 
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Bialogue between a Noble Convert 
AND HIS LATE CONFESSOR. 


Confessor. My Lord, I am sorry, seriously sorry, for 
fhe danger of your soul, from your wavering in the 
faith. 

Lord, Father, I doubt I shall increase your sorrow 
when I assure you that I do not waver—] think my 
son] safe in my present faith. 

C. This fatal change touches my heart. 

EL. Idare say it does—you have lost me, and J have 
found myself. 

C. My Lord, you have made a sad change, and you 
are the chief loser by it. 

LE. One of us is—I have gained my senses, and you 
have lost the keeping of them. 

C. That gain, 1 fear, will prove your perdition— 
would your Lord-hip trust to the guidance of your sen- 
ees, rather than to the guidance of the church ? 

L. You mean to your guidance ; for you priests 
call yourselves the church. Do you, ordo any of you, 
permit your followers to knowany thing of the church, 
er of religion, but what you (ell them ? 





‘The csangelists give only a tery suce | ceive you. i 


C. We tell you what are the duties of religion, and 
your senses may de- 


‘fence and presumption! f 
' ' —— 
C. In that very thing they deceive you, ane ruin 
you, by depriving you of our guidance. — { 
| JL. And in this very thing you deceive us, by de- 
'priving us of the guidance of our senses. 
{ ©. Alas! my Lord, they are dangerous guides !— 
They are snares, by which Satan leads us into all error 
and peril, with our cwn consent and approbation. 


L. That were dreadful indeed, if it were true!— | 
But, father, | beg your pardon, I cannot take your | 
word ; for you are pleading your own cause. | am 
maintaining the use and clearness of my senses, in all 
duties moral, civil and religious. My senses can have no | 
interest in misleading me; nay, ‘tis their interest to. 
lead me right; for tbey are part of me, and in acting | 
for me they act for themselves: neither can they burt 
me without hurting themselves.—And if you have any 
interest in view, different from that of our senses, as it 
is manifest you have; it is likewise manifest, that it 
cannot be our interest. 

C. How, my Lord! Are not we yoor spiritual | 
guides, engaged in your interest, your best interest, the 
interest of your soul? 

IL. What! against my senses? 

C. Yes; | have told your Lordship, that your sen- 
ses may prove a snare and a false light. 

L. You have, indeed, often told me so; and! too 
long believed you: but I now plainly perceive that my 
senses are my best preservatives against snares and fulse 
lights. Suppose my spiritua] director imposes upon 
me, and carries on designs against me for bis own ad- 
vantage (father, such things have been!) how am I to 
detect him and escape his frauds? Must I not consult 
and follow my senses? 

C. Wf your Lordship will be making uncharitable 
suppositions— 

iL. Father, do not force me into a detail of the 
cheats and combinations, and usurpations of your Ro- 
mish priests—you know I have lately read some of 
y -ur history. 

C. We are not exempt from human frailty. 

L. °*Tis too softaname for such doings—But, if 
you are subject to these terrible frailties (and farely, 
spiritual fraud and villany are the greatest of all) are 
you proper guides to conduct us to heaven? Or can we 
be so injurious to God and religion, as to think you 
have any credit there? 


C. My Lord, bad not even the blessed apostles 
their infirmities ? 


L. Not such as I mentioned—they were the best 
teachers, because they were the best of men. They 
wrought miracles publicly, which were therefore never 
suspected of forgery— They claimed no power, but per- 
suasion. They did not turn the souls of men into com- 
modifies of price, nor salvation into a market—they 
neither sold, nor said masses. 

C. Perbaps they might not celebrate public devo- 
tion just in the same form that we do—but our forms 
are still apostolic, because framed and enjoined by the 
chorch—for the aiodel and direction of religion are lef! 
by the apostles to the church ; and therefore whatev- 
er the church does is apostolic. 

L. Uowever unlike the apostles it be, it is well for 
you, that those first and true followers of Christ are a- 
bove all vengeance: and whoever is not, is no follow- 
er ofhis. What dreadful examples they might make of 
you, for your infinite slander upon them? Did the 
apostles convey to you what they had not themselves, 
nor sought; and what their master had not, wealth and 
worldly dominion? 

C. My Lord, nothing is perfect at first; no institu- 
tion ever was. 





EL. How, father! Could not he, who was perfect, 
make his own institution perf@ct ? 








ee ee 






ee 


C. Wis plain he did not: he left it to his apostles yg 
improve it, and they to us, their successors, 

L. So you were to compicte what they did 
what the Son of God and his chosen twelve did not? 

C. He left us to explain his will, and to perform his 
ordinances. 

L. Asif be could not himself explain what himself 
revealed and dictated. And as to his ordinances, ag 
they were the means of edification to all, they. were 
left to all alike. ‘The particular modes of administer. 
ing them were framed and limited by the consent of 


‘societies, and the policy of states. 


C. Can your Lordship possibly think them valig 
without us? 

L. God forbid that I did not—what a shocking no. 
tion would it convey of the Father of wisdom, and of 
mercies, and of men, to suppose him to leave the sal. 
vation of men, whow he has made and redeemed, to the 
mercy, an¢ discretion, and designs of monks, passion. 
ate snd greedy monks? 

C. What designs can they have, but to save men? 

L. Yes; to enslave wen, and to enrich themselves 
—have they not, under all the vows ot poverty, en- 
grossed, and are still engrossing, «endless wealth? Do 
they not labor to govern the world, which they have 
renounced? And are these spiritual men exempt from 
the works of the flesh? 

C. l have owned to your Lordsbip, that we have 
human frailties like other wen. 

L. Wf you be Jike other men, frail and fallible (for 
the former will for ever imply the latter) bow are you 
better qualified than any otters to save all? 

C. Because we have a commission 

L, From one another, to serve yourselves, by sell 
ing the favors of heaven: for you do nothing for noth 
ing; and whatever you have, you are stil) craving for 
more—can men be more abused, or the Almighty more 
belyed, than to suppose that any set of men, especially 
the most worldly of all men, the most vain, proud and 
vindictive, and equally vicious, should be trusted with 
a power to save all men? This would be to make the 
Almighty their confederate ip a fraud. 

C, Whatever mean opinion your Lordship has late- 
ly conceived of us, we bave his commission. 

L. You say tbat you have, and never was any thing 
more untruly said, even by you. Christ bade the apos- 
tles, ‘* Go and speak to all nations.”? But what are 
you the better for that? He did not apply himself to 
you, father Ambrose, and direct you ** to count your 
beads, or say mass, nor order we, Lord , to 
pay you for your pains.” 

C. hope, my Lord, he hath not left the ebristian 
flock without christian guides. 

L. No, he left them the Bible. 

C. The Bible! Alas, whata nose of wax? 

L. You make it so, and pervert it abominably, to 
warrant all your impieties, contradictions, frauds and 
usurpations. 

C. A heavy charge! What impietics, my Lord 2 
W hat contradictions, frauds, and usurpations? 

L. Whatever you assume, without warrant, is usay- 
pation, The Scriptures gave you neither lands, vos 
dominions, nor titles, 

C. Is not the laborer worthy of his hire? 

L. No, if he be not hired, and yet would measofe 
his own wages.—Father, you nv longer Jabor for me, 
and I shal) no Jopger give you bire. 








To prevent evil, ora fall, is todo good. IMalready 
committed, it is our duty to get all the good out of it 
we can, and make it subservient to the formation of 
good, as far as possible. 


All things speak ; note well the language, and gath+ 
er wisdom therefrom, 
Such as is the truth which is inseminated in the 


mind, such will be the good produced in consequeac® 
of that insemination. 
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The following is from the ** Norwalk Gaseile ; and 
our readers will perceive that it is designed to vindi 
cate the character of the Rey. Mr. Bismop, the mission- 
ary, who exchanged whips, in such a manner as to find 
it convenient to exchange back, at the expense of 
twelve dollars, as stated by ‘ Hermes,’ in the Univer- 
salist Magazine of December 28, 1822. 


«* Although it would be difficult to indace any candid 
person to give credit to the above bigh colored narra- 
tion of a mere accidental occurrence, yet as by it a 
death: blow is aimed at the character of Mr. Bishop, and 
as the publication wasMelayed until he was out of the 
country and thereby incapable of defending himself a- 
gainst the misrepresentations contained in it, we have 
thought proper to publish the following plain statement 
of the facts, related by the Rev. Mr. Nash himself in a 
letter to a friend in this town. We believe that Mr. 
Nash is entitled to full as much credit as an anonymous 
writer. 

‘‘ It is true that Mr. Bishop took Mr. Spurr's whip in 
exchange for his own, and it is also true that the ex- 
change was aceidental, and owing to the. removal of his 
baggage from the room in which it was first placed to 
that from which the whip was taken, but it is false that 
‘Spurr’s whip was loaded,’ as above stated. ‘* While 
it must be admitted,’ says Mr. Nash, ‘ that Mr. Bishop 
wns sufficiently careless, it is fully beliened by all in this 
place, the enemies as well as the friends of missions 
that he bad no dishonest intention. Both Samuel 
Spurr and the person who accompanied him in pursuit 


of Mr. Bishop, while here, expressed themselves to him 


and to others, FULLY SATISFIED that he had no design 
to take any whip but his own; that his doing it was 
pure'y accidental. But what Mr. Spurr’s design was it 
seems not dificult to conjecture, whemwe are credibly 
informed, that after having gone seven wiles on his re- 
turn to Mass. he stated that he had been pursuing a 
missionary who had stolen a whip, and had recovered of 
him 12 dollars. As to Mr. Bishop’s remaining here 
longer the next morning than he bad proposed, it was 
thet he might have ap opportunity to see the men who 
h @ pursued bim, after their feelings had time to cool, 
and to satisfy them that be had not intended to do 
them an injury: this delayed him so long that he con- 
cluded to take breakfast before he went on bis way.’?— 
Mr. Nash concludes his letter by expressing his convic- 
tion that the cause of truth and righteousness will bev- 
er be injured by such allacks as this. 

** One remark in conciusion.— What are we compel.- 
Jed to infer from the conduct of a person, who, like 
the editor of the Magazine, could, after his introducto- 
ry remarks, insert in his paper an anonymous commu- 
nication, implicating so deeply the character of a Mis- 
sionary of the cross, without making one attempt to as. 
certain the truth or falsity of the statement it contain- 
ed?— Will any one even suppose that he meant as be 
said? If he did, gladly will he embrace the opportuni- 
ty now offered him, of correcting the errors to which he 
has given publicity.” 





After receiving the Gazette which contains the above, 
we immediately wrote to Mr. Spurr on the subjec 
who returned the following answer. 


“ CHARLTON, Marca 6th, 1823. 

“ Rev. Sir,—I received your Jetter of the Sd inst. 
last evening, and hasten to reply. 

“ My brother received a letter from the Rev. Mr 
Carrique, containing an extroct from the Rev. Mr 
Nash’s letter as published in the * Norwalk Gazette,’ 
which is all that | bave secn of the letter. 





t, ;co 
jfircts in the soul, commences his sentient existence, 





veman willmg to cast on unmerited stigma on mysell 
or another to eave hia brother Bishop. 

* It is trae that Mr. By said in the evening, at Mr. 
N.’s that the mistake was made by reason of his bag- 
gage being reajoved to the room from which the whip 
was taken, and as | was not in the house while B. was 
Lere, did not dispute bim,—but on inquiry, after my 
return home, I found that the only articles of their 
baggage that was removed was Mrs. B.’s work basket, 
which she cayried into the room where the whip was, 
that was taken, and where there was a fire, in order to 
inend her coat. 

** That I ever expressed myself fully satisfied that B. 
had no design to take any whip but his own, either to 
8B. or any other person, is not true ;—Ou the contrary, 
| said to Mr. B. and others, that I thought it impossible, 
that apy person could make so great a mistake, aud 
drive twenty miles without disvovering it. 

** Mr. Nash says it is false that Spurr’s whip was 
loaded, [do not know what Mr. N. would term a load- 
ed whip. I consider a loaded whip one that bas lead 
in its but end to increase its weight, this is one of that 
kind, and is quite as heavy as they usually are. 

** When | saw Mr, B. in the morning had but little 
conversation with him, he did not ask we if | was sat- 
ished he had uo intention to take any whip but bis 
own, and he did not even speak to the gentleman with 
me in the morning. Yours respectiully, 

“SAMUEL. UD. SPURR.” 





In reply to the editor’s concluding remark, we iv- 
form bim and the public, that although the signature to 
the piece we published was Hermes, yet we knew the 
author to be a learned clergy mau of high respectability, 
and we conversed with bim on the subject before we 
received the Communication in person from his own 
hand. We also conversed with Major Spurr of Chari- 
ton, on the subject, who gave us entire satisfaction re- 
specting It. ihe editor, therefore, of the ** Gazette,” 
wii] be satisied that we did not publish that account 
without first beiug informed, from the best authority, 
that it was true. —Ldilors. 
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An iinportant Subject considered. 


As it is contended, by the advocates of a state of im 
perfection avd musery, in the future world, for those 
who leave this in a state of ignorance of the gospel, and 
ubpreconciliation to God, that unless there be a dispen- 
sation of retribution and discipline hereafter, Jesus 
Chust cannot be the Saviour of such, | propose to sug- 
gest some thoughts relative to so weighty a subject. 

The writer of this entertains a hope, that his breth- 
ren, Who may not agree with bim in all those particu- 
lars, wil] consider that he is only endeavoring to inves- 
tigate and inquire into things which have not been un- 
derstood in the christian church, and about which Ittle 
or nothing has been believed, except what has rested 
on the mere force of tradition alone. He feels no dis- 
position to require of others their iwplicit assent to 
what he may suggest; but is desirous of contributing » 
mite, to the promotion of useful inguiry, which may 
lead to profitable understanding. 

Let us, at this time, confine our investigation to the 
following question: If one who goes outof this world 
ignorant of Jesus Christ, and inexperienced ijn that re- 
nciliatiou to God, which a knowledge of the gospel 


iv the future state, in an immortal constitution, in 
which no temptation to sin will even try the sou) ; but 
where the true light of divine wisdom will direct every 
thought, and fx the aflections entirely on the beauties 
and glory of infinite goodness, by which the sweetest 
avd most tranquil felicity will be enjoyed, how then is 
Jesus Christ the Saviour of this subject? 

It is true that there are many other important quee- 


which the writer of this may hereafter notice, but the 
above particular question will engage his attention for 
the present. 

In order to answer this question, it seems necessary, 
in the frst place, to present to the reader the charac- 
ters, in which the scriptures represent Jesus Christ, as 
the Saviour of mankind. We may not notice all the 
emblems, used in scripture, for this purpose, but some 
of the most important. The most important character 
in which Jesus Christ is held forth, in the scriptures, as 
the eterna! life of the human family, as is hnmbly be- 
lieved, is expressed in the words of the Saviour, recor«- 
ed in John, xi. 25. ** Jesus saith unto her, 1 am the 
resurrection and the life.» In 1 Cor. i. 24, St. Paul 
informs us that the Christ which he preached, is the 
** power of God and the wisdom of God.” In John 
xiv. 6, Jesus says; ** 1 am the way, the truth, and tie 
life.” Io Heb. i. 3, the Saviour is called the ** brigh!- 
ness of God's glory, and the express image of his pei- 
son.’? It may not be necessary, for our present pur- 
pose, to cite more passages ; the reader, however, cu!» 
have recourse to many more. Let us now select a few 
words, from the above quotations, and contemplate our 
Saviour in the characters which those words indicate ¢ 
and then apply those characters to the subject of our 
inquiry. RESURRECTION, LIFE, POWER OF GOD, Wis- 
DOM OF GOD, THE TRUTH, BRIGHTNESS OF GOD'S GLI- 
KY, AND THE EXPRESS IMAGE OF HIS PERSON, Ac- 
cording to what we have now before us, Jesus Christ, 
in the all-wise system of God, our Creator, is our re- 
surrection, our life; tous he is the power and wisdon, 
of God; to us he is the truth, and the brightuces c! 
God’s glory, and the only image in which we can be- 
hold the invisible God. 

The subject of our inquiry is one who left this mor 
tal state without faith in Christ, and, of course, wit!.- 
out that reconciliation to God, which such faith pr.- 
duces. And our question is, how is Jesus Christ the 
Saviour of such an one, if he is raised into an immorta', 
happy state, hereafter, without first passing throug): 
another imperfect state? Answer: Just as he woui! 
be if this sabyect should pass through another imperfec: 
state. For then even after ages of ages of misery ati! 
sin, if such were his Jot, that miserable state, like ov» 
present mortal state, must pass away, and our subjc: ¢ 
would, after all, entirely depend on Jesus Christ for i 
resurrection into a state of immortality and eternal lite. 
Yes ; Jesus muet, after all, be our resurrection and o:.r 
life; he must be to us all, the wisdom and the power 
of God; be must be to us the truth, and the brig! 
mirror in which we may behold the glory of the invisi- 
ble God. 

in 1 Cor. xv. 22, St. Paul says; ** For,as in Adam 
all die, even so in Chris sbal) all be made alive.” = I 
this most important sense Jesus Christ is the eterna! 
life of the world. In this all important sense, Jesus 
Christ is the same to the millions of the human race, 
who have lived and ded in beathen lands and coun- 
tries, as he is to those, whoin this world, have enjoyes! 
the Jight of divine revelation, and the obedience of fait!:. 
ln this sense also, he is t!.¢ same to the millions of is: 
fants, who have had their birth in christian commuii- 
ties, but have been called from this mortal existence,. 
before they were capable of being initiated into the 
mysteries of the gospel. 

Those who find it dificult to understand bow Jesus: 
Christ is the Saviour of those who die in a state of un. 
belief, unless they experience a state hereafter, of pun- 
ishment, ought to consider how their views can be cor, 
sistent with the faet, that Jesus Chri-t is the Saviour «) 
those who die iu infancy. UH the question labors, bow 
Jesus Christ can save without bringing the subject o: 
his favor to enjoy himeelf, through the medium of fait. 
and repentance, let the question apply to those who 
die in infancy. How can they, in the future world, be 





brought fo repentance, unless they sin in chat state, o 
Dut faith ir need 





they have committed no sin in thi- ? 


1 confess, sir, | was surpriced to sce the Rey, Gen- tions which relate to this general subject, some of} ed only ina state of anticipation, which state is finger 
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fect, and repentance is necessary only in a state where 


sin exists, which is also imperfect, 
It should be duly considered, that the method by | 


i nce are produced, in the pre- | 
which faith and repenta P f divine | Will declore to you that it isonly an allered production. | Thro? wilds and thorny paths our journey Jies, 


sent, imperfect state, is by the manife sstation o 


realities to the understanding. When these divine re- | 


alities are manifested, through the medium of their pro- 
per evidence, it is then that we believe the truth; 
‘which truth was just the same before we believed it, as 
+t is afterward. And the divine goodness which ap- 
sears in those facts in which we believe, naturally 
leads ns to repentance ; because there is something in- 
‘initely better in these good things of the kingdom of 
God, then in any thing of which we before bad posses- 
sion. Bat if our ideas of the future state of man be 
confornmable to the testimony of St. Paul in 1 Cor. xv. 
4 which we are certified, that the state in which all 
en will be made alive in the resurrection, is Christ, 
«ho is the resurrection and the life, it seems unrea- 
conable to believe thai faith and repentance will 
‘© necessary in that state. Respecting our resur- 

ction into that immortal state, the apostle says, in 
‘:e chapter referred to above ; -‘* It is sown in corrup- 
ton, it is raised in incorruption ; it is sown in dishonor, 
1) is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is rais- 
o4 in power; it is sown a natural body, it is raised a 
ep iritual body.—The first man is of the earth, earthy ; 
‘ie second man is the Lord from heaven—And as we 

ve borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear 

« image of the heavenly.’* All christian people be- 

lieve, that for our enjoyment of divine things, in this 
state of existence, it is necessary that we believe in 
this divine system of eternal life, which is manifested 
through the resurrection of Jesus ; and that this faith 
sould be productive of emendation of life ; but that this 
f.ith or any of its consequences will be necessary in a 
state of immortality, perhaps we have no more authori- 
ty for believing, than we have for believing that such 
‘ith is necessary for Christ himself, in that immortal 
state. 

It seems important that we notice, that the apostle, 
in the foregoing quotation, speaks of two men, the first 
and the second. The first is of the earth and is earthy ; 
the second is the Lord from heaven. And he says; 
‘* As we have bourn the image of the earthy, we shall 
ulso bear the image of the heavenly.”? He does not 
present us with a man between these two, which is 
ncither earthy nor heavenly, in the image of which we 
are to exist and suffer for our sins committed in the 
carthy man, for a season, before we are introduced into 
the image of the heavenly. But it seems absolutely 
vecessary to suppose a third, or rather a middle man, 
state, or constitution, which i neither earthy nor heay- 
enly, in order to maintain the opinion, that, after this 
life is ended, the greatest part of the human family are 
{o undergo a dispensation of punishment, before they 
are made alive in Christ, according-to the apostles 
representation, above noticed. 

Whether the foregoitig suggestions are accepted as 
being entirely consistent with the gospel, or not, a hope 
‘js entertained that they will not be considered as snb- 
versive of the gospel, or as excluding Jesus Christ from 
being the Saviour of all men. H. B. 


——SaD 0: 0 ata 


Be it known, that there cannot possibly be any Wis- 
dom, except what originates in Lore, consequently in 
the Lord; nor any Intelligence, except whrat originates 
in Faith, consequently also in the Lord ; and that no 
Good can possibly exist, except what is grounded in 
Love, consequently in the Lord; and no Truth, ex 
cept it be grounded in Faith, consequently in the Lord. 
The Wisdom, intelligence, Goodness, and Truth, that 
do not spring from Love and Faith, that is, from the 
Lord, have the names indeed, but then they are spu- 
Fious, 

The design of the Creator in the creation of the world 
fad universe, must have been as great as the work itself. 
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Messrs. Editors,—I send you the following. 





| The eteps of providence, though we in vain 
| Attempt to trace, while clouds o’erspread the scenes ; 


I will | Ite dealings all are just, and wise, and kind; 


not hazard the risk of calling it an original piece, bat | | Our lesson this—‘* Be humble and resign’d!” 


I submit it for your decision. 


Youre, Lay PREACHER. 


On Love Divine. 


Love divine, celestial nature, 
Source of all sublime delights : 
Love in Christ the Mediator, 
God and man in love unites: 
What are titles, pomp and riches, 
When compar’d to Jesus’ grace ? 
Tinsel glare, no more bewitches, 
When our Gog unveils his face. 


Sinful pleasures breed vexation : 
But to taste of Jesus love, 

Is a glorious prohibition, 

Of the heav’nly state above: 
God Supreme, accept our praises, 
Who doth ransom us from sin; 
Who the dead in Jesus raises ; 
Man to thee by love thou’lt win, 


Come ye angels, come and join us, 
Flutt’ring round with brilliant wings ; 
Blest with love unite our chorus, 
Strike it on your heav’nly strings: 
Love of Father, Word and Spirit, 
These in Christ united be ; 

Man shaij al] with bia inherit 

Love, and heav’nly purity. 


SELECTED. 


To a Friend in Trouble. 


If when the tender sy:npatizing sigh, 
Swells the heart full, or melts the pitying eye, 
The soft compassion could convey relief, 


This heart should lessen, while it shar’d your grief, 


Uncheck’d the sigh should rise, the sorrow flow, 
And pleasures mingle with the kindred woe, 
But this is vain, *tis not in nature’s power 

To cheer, with lightsome rays, the gloomy hour, 
The soothing voice of triendship may beguile 
Our cares, and sorrows wear a transient smile. 
Poor solace ; soun the spreading gloom returns, 
Ihe heart that fain would comfort, only mourns. 
Ah, wretched state! must friendship ever share, 
Yet never hope to ease the load of care, 
Partake the anguish of infectious grief, 

And wish, in vain, to bring a kind relief? 

Ah, wtetched state! cach a king heart replies, 
Pill fainting, dying, hope begins to rise : 

Hope, heaven born comforter, with cheerful air, 
Sheds her kind lusire over the scenes of care; 
lier gentle whispers calms the rising sigh, 
ind weeping sorrow lifts her tearful eye ; 
Nor lifts in vain, at bis supreme command, 

“ho holds our welfare in his gracious hand; 

His gracious hand alone, has power to heal, 
Who pities, while he deals the pains we feel, 
The springs of life are his; and cares and pains 
Molfil whate’er his sacred will ordains. 

He knows what most we need: when skill divine 
Presents a bitter draught, shall we repine ? 

While merey mingles al] with lenicnt art, 

To ease the anguish of the throbbing heart. 


And darkness terrifies, and danger rise. 
,O may our heavenly Father's guardian care, 
| Preserve our steps from every fatal snare : 
| Be his almighty arm our guide, our stay, 
Through all the toils and terrore of the way. 
| No dangers can affright, if Gon is near, . 
A present Gop can banish every fear; 
| His gracious smile can make the darkness fly 
| Smooth all the road, and brighten all the sky. 
i ** He is our sun:” his soul reviving light, 
Alone, can chase the horrors of the night, 
‘** He is our shield: when darts fly thick, around, 
( They foll repell’d, and fix no deadly wound. 
(Our Gop! our GurpE! O may we never stray, 
But trust bis care, and keep the heavenly way ; 
Till safe we reach the happy seats of peace, 
And darkness, grief, and pain, and danger cease. 





———— >< pe 


Whereas soe of onr Brethren 
inform us that they have told several persons in 
different places that we, the subscribers, had 
made an adjustment of our difficulties with the 
Authors of the ** ppeal to the Public,” and that 
we were about to publish, in the Universalist Mag- 
azine, an «agreement between ourselves and the 
Authors ; and as those brethren who have given 
this information apprehend that some damage 
may accrue to themselves thereby, unless an 
expianation be presented to those whom they 
Jhave thus informed,—we think it due to them 
to give the following PUBLIC NOTICE, Viz. 

That on the 18th ult. we, the subscribers, and 
the authors of the ** Appeal to the Public” did 
sign a mutuai agreement, and agree that the a- 
greement, in the form of a public notice, should 
be published in the Universalist Magazine of 
Feb. 22d; but that the agreement was not pub- 
lished, because we, the subscribers, afierwards 
withdrew our names from it for the following 
reasons, viz. 

We discovered, on reconsideration and al- 
so by additional information received immed- 
iately after signing it, that the statements in 
that agreement were not true. 

2 The Editors had before entered into a 
mutual understanding that we would not publish 
any thing relative to the ‘* Appeal to the Pub- 
lic” without the consent of all the Editors ; and 
as the senior editor was not present at the mak- 
ing of said agreement we were satisfied on re- 
flection that we alone had no right to agree to 
the publication of such a notice. 

HOSEA BALLOU, 2d. 
THOMAS WHITTEMORE. 


— 





Died, recently in Charlestown, Mrs. Mary W. Ws 
Ediands, the amiable consort of Mr. Barnabas Ed- 
mands, She fell into the fire, while in a fit, and re 
ceived a burn which terminated her existence. By 
this event, a husband has been deprived of an affec- 
tionate wife; and five blooming sons (the yougest of 
which has thus been torn from ber breast,) have lost 
.a kind and faithful mother, 











